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After nearly two weeks in school, sick visits to the health rooms are low across 
the district. This is typical for the start of the year. We do anticipate more than our usual 
increase to begin happening soon. At the secondary level there are less transitions 
during the school day, which is reducing the number of students our staff members are 
exposed to daily. The hybrid model has allowed hallways and common spaces to be 
less crowded. The fact that most of the classrooms across the district can currently 
adhere to six foot distancing eases the burden of contact tracing, and prevents 
exposures to staff and students in our buildings. Thus far, our more rigorous health and 
safety plan appears to be working to reduce in-school transmission of the virus, and 
parents and guardians have been understanding when being contacted by their building 
nurses.  

Covid-19 has exponentially increased the amount of time each nurse spends 
communicating with parents, guardians, and staff members about Covid related issues 
as well as tracking Covid related absences for students and staff members. This 
increased communication often spills into the early mornings, evenings, and weekends 
of the nursing staff. PPE supplies of gowns, N-95 masks, and gloves have yet to be 
received from our orders last spring. Therefore nurses have only one N-95 mask each, 
no gowns, and a limited supply of gloves. This is concerning as our sick visits will begin 
increasing. Typically the beginning of school is extremely busy with making sure 
immunization mandates are met, processing withdrawals and new student transfers, 
receiving physical and dental forms, collecting medication permissions for school, 
documenting chronic health conditions, and creating individualized healthcare plans. 
Due to the demands of triaging, communicating, and documenting issues related to 
Covid, it has been extremely difficult to complete this work. At the secondary level, 
sports and attending the Upper Bucks Technical School complicate things even further 
from an exposure and contact tracing standpoint. 

The elementary schools currently have less crowding and no use of equipment 
on the playgrounds. As a result, nurses have seen a decrease in injury visits. If more 
students come to school and/or playground equipment becomes available for use, the 
typical demands of recess will be difficult to manage along with duties related to Covid. 
Also, there are concerns about students who are excluded from school due to Covid 
symptoms being observed playing outside near their school with other students. We 
need community cooperation with quarantine measures in order to decrease the spread 
of the virus. 

If we were to welcome more students back to in person learning, the nurses fear 
the workload involved will be unmanageable with our current staffing. Each healthroom 
would need additional medical staff in order to effectively care for our student population 
and manage the work related to Covid.  


